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SEMINAR 8: PROPHECIES CONCERNING THE
FUTURE OF THE WORLD (2)

1. THE GOSPEL OF THE KINGDOM OF 60D

The word ‘Gospel’ means GOOD NEWS. Jesus and
the apostles constantly preached the coming
Kingdom of God on earth.

bood News

This was a big part of the gospel that they
preached and given the depressing state of the
world, it represented good news to the people who
heard it;

"...Jesus came to Galilee, preaching the gospel of the Kingdom of
God . ..” (Mark 1:14)

"But when they believed Phillip preaching the things concerning the
kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were baptised,
both men and women. . .” (Acts 8:12)

"So when they had testified and preached the word of the Lord,
they returned to Jerusalem, preaching the gospe/..." (Acts 8:25)

There are over 150 references to the coming Kingdom of God in the New
Testament alone which show the importance of this subject.
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2. THE KINGDOM OF GOD TO BE ON EARTH

Despite general church teaching that the Kingdom of God will be in heaven,
the Bible makes clear reference to the Kingdom being established on earth.
Consider the following points;

. In Daniel 2 we have seen how the Stone which comes and destroys
the image represents Jesus Christ. The Stone then grows and fills
the whole earth (v 35). This refers to the Kingdom of God replacing
the Kingdoms of men.

‘and in the days of these kings, the God of heaven will set up
a kingdom which shall never be destroyed . .. it shall stand
forever.” (Dan 2:44)

. Abraham was promised to inherit the land he saw forever.

“ ... for all the land which you see, I give to you and your
descendants forever . ..” (Gen 13:15)

" For the promise that he would be the heir of the world was
not to Abraham or his seed through the law, but through the
righteousness of faith. " (Rom 4:13)

. Those who ‘fear Yahweh (the LORD) (Psa 25 v 12-13), 'wait on
Yahweh' (Psa 37 v 9),), are 'meek’ (Psa 37 v 11, Matt 5 v 5) , and who
are 'blessed' (Psa 37 v 22) will 'INHERIT THE EARTH'

. Those who are rewarded by God will reign on the earth with Jesus;

. and have made us kings and priests to our God and we
shall reign on the earth "(Rev 5:10)
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3. JESUS CHRIST TO RULE THE WORLD FROM JERUSALEM

Jesus Christ will sit on the throne of David and govern the world from
Jerusalem. This will be a direct fulfilment of the great promise that
God made to David in 2 Samuel 7:12-13;

" and He (Jesus) will be great, and will be called the son of the
Highest, and the Lord God will give to him the throne of his
father David. And he will reign over the house of Jacob
forever, and of His Kingdom there will be no end. "

(Luke 1:32-33)

A picture depicting the Temple of Worship in the Kingdom of God as described in

- = o "y""ﬂ’ (AN e E .
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detail in Ezekiel Chapters 40-48.
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Following God's judgement and destruction of nations at the battle of
Armageddon, Jerusalem will be established as the centre of government
and worship for all the world;

“And it shall come to pass that everyone who is left of all the
nations which came against Jerusalem shall go up_from year to
year to worship the King, the LORD of Hosts, and to keep the
Feast of Tabernacles. and it shall be that whichever of the
families of the earth do not come up to Jerusalem to worship the
king, the LORD of hosts, on them there will be no rain.” (Zech
14:16-17)

" Now it shall come to pass in the latter days that the mountain
(compare Dan2:35,44) of the Lord’s house shall be established in
the top of the mountains...all nations shall flow to it...out of Zion
shall go forth the law, and the word of the LORD from
Jerusalem...he shall judge between the nations .. .”

(Isaiah 2:2-4)

See the similar prophecy in Micah 4:2-4

THE MILLENNIUM

The Bible makes reference to the Saints (those believers of Jesus in this life
who have been rewarded at his return) reigning with Jesus Christ for 1000
years. This is often referred to as the Millennium.

A\

' and have made us kings and priests to our God and we shall reign on the
earth. "(Rev 5:10)

“...and they lived and reigned with Christ for a thousand years”
(Rev 20:4)

As we have previously seen, the Kingdom of God will last FOREVER. The
Millennium is just the beginning of Jesus Christ's reign in the Kingdom of God.
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KINGDOM OF HEAVEN

There are over 30 passages in the New Testament (all in Matthew's Gospel)
which use the phrase 'the Kingdom OF Heaven' (eg Matt 18:3). This is an
interchangeable phrase with ‘the Kingdom of God'.

Tt does not mean the Kingdom will be IN Heaven.

It will be ruled by Jesus Christ on behalf of God who is in heaven. It will be the
Kingdom of God as opposed to the Kingdom of men (who are on earth).

Note the following phrases in Daniel;

"And in the days of these kings shall the God of heaven set up a kingdom which
shall never be destroyed. " (Daniel 2:44)

"...the most High rules in the Kingdoms of men . ..” (Daniel 4:17)

4. CHANGES THAT THE KINGDOM OF GOD WILL BRING TO
THE WORLD

There are a number of specific prophecies in the Old Testament which
outline the physical, social and spiritual changes as a result of the Kingdom
of God being established. Some are as follows:

(@) ISAIAH Ch.ll

¢ There will be a righteous Government (v4)
e All animals will live fogether in peace and not hurt others (v6-9)
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(b) ISAIAH Ch.32

e There will be a righteous Government (v1,16)
e People will be at peace and be secure (v17-18)

(c) ISAIAH Ch.35

¢ Wastelands and deserts will be changed into areas of natural beauty
and abundant growth (v1-2, 6-7)

o Physical disabilities of men will be cured (v3-6)

e Sorrow and unhappiness will be changed to joy (v10)
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(d) ISAIAH Ch.65

e The people will be joyful (v18-19)

e Long life - a child will die 100 years old (v20)

e People will enjoy the work of their hands (v22)

e Animals will not hurt or attack each other - carnivores to become
herbivores (v25)

(e) PSALM 67

e The people are joyful and praise God( v3-5)

e There will be a righteous Government (v4)

e The earth will naturally produce good crops (v67) (contrast this to
the punishment given to Adam because of sin - 6en3:17-19 the
ground was cursed)

(f) MICAHCh.4

e Jerusalem will be elevated (v1)
e All war will end (v3)
e All men will be satisfied and at peace (v4)

5. WHAT YOU NEED TO DO TO BE PART OF THE KINGDOM
OF 60D

Entry into the Kingdom of God_will not be granted to everyone.

It will only be granted to those who have repented of past sins and who
are converted to Jesus Christ. Note the following;

"... UNLESS YOU ARE CONVERTED and become as Iittle chr
ldren, you will BY NO MEANS ENTER THE KINGDOM OF HE
AVEN...” (Matt 18:3)
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"REPENT THEREFORE, AND BE CONVERTED, that your sins
may be blotted out, so that the times of refreshing may com
e from the presence of the Lord' and that He may send Jesu
s Christ, who was preached to you before, whom heaven must
receive until the times of restoration of all things, which God
has spoken by the mouth of all His holy prophets since the w
orld began. "(Acts 3:19-21)

Conversion to Jesus Christ involves baptism through which we can become
heirs (future inheritors) together with Abraham of the promises God made
to him.

" For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. For
as many of you as were baptised into Christ have put on
Christ...for you are all one in Christ Jesus. And if you are
Christs then you are Abraham’s seed, AND HEIRS
ACCORDING TO THE PROMISE. "(Gal 3:26-29)

Jesus Christ requires all people to
more than just hear the Gospel (good
news) of the Kingdom. He requires us
to believe and be baptised;

" And he said unto them, Go
into all the world and preach
the gospel to every creature.

He who believes and is baptised @’.
will be savea’ but he who does | I/ ;:’v

not believe will be condemned.”
(Mark 16:15-16)
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