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SEMINAR 7: PROPHECTIES CONCERNING THE
FUTURE OF THE WORLD (1)

1. INTRODUCTION:

The majority of Bible prophecy has been fulfilled and is now called “history".
There still remain, however, many predictions concerning yet future events
on this very earth. Below is a summary list of Bible predictions which will be
discussed in this and the following seminars:

The Return of Jesus Christ to the Earth.

The Battle of Armageddon.

. The Kingdom of God established on the Earth

A Millennium (1000 years) of world peace.

Will mankind destroy the world like
this or will God intervene? The Bible
tells us about the future of this
planet.

" Surely the Lord GOD does nothing, unl
ess He reveals His secret to His servant
s the prophets. " (Amos 3:7)
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2. THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST:

Perhaps one of the clearest teachings of the Bible is that of the return of

Jesus Christ to the Earth. There are over 300 references to this in the

New Testament alone besides the many prophecies in the Old Testament.

Consider the following message which was given to the apostles when Jesus
was taken up into heaven:

e

//}_,.-.-l‘: \\‘
v II[.-F.;;'—.,'II En
A K o
ik /ﬂ“ This same Jesus, who was taken
P e . i
1\ up from you into heaven, will so
3o - |come in like manner as you saw
.. L&A Him go into heaven." (Acts 1:11)
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Here are some other examples of prophecies concerning the return of
Jesus:
- Jesus said:

" When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the holy angels with
Him, then He will sit on the throne of His glory." (Matt 25:31)

- The Apostle Peter said:

"He shall send Jesus Christ, who was preached to you before, whom
heaven must receive until the times of restoration of all things, which
God has spoken by the mouth of all His holy prophets since the world
began.” (Acts 3:20-21)

The Apostle Paul said:
"...so0 Christ was offered once to bear the sins of many. To those who
eagerly wait for Him He will appear a second time, apart from sin, for sa
lvation. " (Heb 9:28)
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Jesus Christ is coming again - the Bible says sol
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3. SIGNS OF CHRIST'S COMING:

Jesus said concerning the exact time of his second coming, " But of that day
and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, but My Father only. "
(Matt 24:36) However, the Bible provides signs indicating the nearness of
His return. In summary, some of these signs are:

. Social and Moral Decline: The Bible says, " But know this, that in the last
days perilous times will come: For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of
money, boasters, proud,

blasphemers, disobedient to
parents, unthankful, unholy,

unloving, unforgiving,
slanderers, without
self-control, brutal,

despisers of good, traitors,
headstrong, haughty, lovers
of pleasure rather than
lovers of God . . ." (2Tim
3:1-4) A brief look at the

newspaper or the TV
confirms the rapid decay of morals on a worldwide scale. This is a true sign
of the imminent return of Jesus to the Earth.

. The formation of the State of Israel: As discussed in previous seminars,
the Jews have been re- gaTher‘ed from all over the world fo form the nation
: i of Israel in May, 1948. This
. was a direct fulfillment of
Bible  Prophecy and a
pre-requisite  to  Christ's
return.  Ezekiel predicted
. exactly this: “Surely I will
take the children of Israel
from among the nations,
i wherever they have gone, and
W/// gather fhem from every side and bring them into their own land, and I
will make them one nation in the land, on the mountains of Israel; and one
king shall be king over them all. .." (Eze 37:21-22)
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SIGNS OF CHRIST'S COMING (Cont.)

- The Liberation of Jerusalem: Jesus said,
“ Jerusalem will be trampled by Gentiles
until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.
" (Luke 21:24) The city of Jerusalem has
been under the control of Gentiles (ie: non
Jewish people) since the year AD70. This
lasted for nearly 1900 years until the city
was recaptured by the Israelis during the
"Six Day War" in 1967. Jesus said that this
event was a sign of His coming - in fact the
generation that withessed the liberation of
Jerusalem would see Jesus Christ return:

“ Then they will see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great,
glory. . .. So you also, when you see these things happening, know that the
kingdom of God is near. Assuredly, I say to you, this generation will by no
means pass away till all things take place. " (Luke 21:27,31-32)

. The re-forming of Nebuchadnezzar's Image Empire: Daniel Ch.2 describes
Nebuchadnezzar's Image being
destroyed by the Stone (Jesus Christ -
see Seminar 3). The image is struck on
its feet but destroys the entire image!
Therefore a power must emerge which
will eventually incorporate all the
dominions described in Daniel Ch.2. This
power will be that of a revived Roman
Empire - the Beast (ie: The fourth
beast) is destroyed at Christ's return
(See Dan 7:11:13-14) The beginnings of
this power are evident in the formation
of the European Union (EU) - an attempt
to unite the former dominions of the
beast.

. The rise of the power of Russia: Another sign of Christ's coming which will
be discussed afterward in this seminar.
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4. THE BATTLE OF ARMAGEDDON:

This event in Bible prophecy is perhaps the greatest climax this world will
ever see. The word "Armageddon” is only mentioned once in the entire Bibl
e in the passage below:

Behold, I (Jesus)am coming as a thief. . .. and they gathered them
together to the place called in Hebrew, Armageddon. (Rev 16:14-16)

As the passage suggests, we must look to the Hebrew language for its
meaning. From this we find that it is a transliteration of three Hebrew

words:

"ARMA" from Hebrew "arema" - A heap of sheaves
"GE" from Hebrew "gai" - A valley

“"DON" from Hebrew "dan" - Judgement

Putting these Hebrew words together provides the meaning of Armageddo
nas "A heap of sheaves in a valley for Judgement".

In Rev 16:14, Armageddon is
described as "The battle of
that great day of God Almighty"”
and therefore is associated
with warfare. This "great day”
is a Bible echo of many Old
Testament references to this
very same event. It is referred
in several places as "THE DAY
OF THE LORD". Some of these
Old Testament prophecies will
be discussed below.
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5. ARMAGEDDON IN JOEL CH.3:

. The Time: " In the time when I bring back the captives of Judah and
Jerusalem” (v1). This is the time when the nation of Israel is restored and
therefore after 1948.

. The Place: "I will gather all
nations and bring them down to
the Valley of Jehoshaphat" (v2).
Jehoshaphat means "God's
Judgement". This is the Valley
of Judgement which is referred
to in the word "Armageddon”. It
is located just outside the city
of Jerusalem in Israel.

. Who is Involved: ‘“a// nations”
(v2). The military forces of every nation in the world will be gathered to
Israel. ie: A World War!

. The Event: “Proclaim this among the nations: Prepare for war... Let the
nations be wakened and come to the Valley of Jehoshaphat: for there I will
sit to judge all the surrounding nations. Put in the sickle, for the harvest is
ripe ... Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision! For the DAY OF THE
LORD is near in the valley of decision.” (v9,12-14) A world war will focus on
the nation of Israel. This is the description of Armageddon - "A heap of
sheaves in a valley for judgement!"

. God's Intervention: "“The LORD also will roar from Zion and utter his voice
from Jerusalem, The heavens and earth will shake but the LORD will be a
shelter for His people.” (v16). God will destroy all the armies that come
against Jerusalem by a mighty earthquake.

. The Final Outcome: “So you shall know that I am the LORD your God,
awelling in Zion My holy mountain. Then Jerusalem shall be holy, and no
aliens shall ever pass through her again.” (v17) Jerusalem will be saved and
never threatened again.
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6. ARMAGEDDON IN EZEKIEL CH.38:

. The Time: “In the latter years you will come into the land of those brought
back from the sword and gathered from many people on the mountains of
Israel, which have long been desolate”(v8). This again is the time when the
Jews are re-gathered and the nation of Israel reformed. ie: after 1948.
This time period is called "the latter years" or “latter days".

. The Place: “the land of Israel”(vs. 18), with Jerusalem being the focal point
because it will be against those "who dwell in the midst of the land" (v12)

. Who is involved: “Gog, of the land of Magog, the prince of Rosh, Meshech,
and Tubal . . . Persia, Ethiopia and Libya are with them . .. Gomer and all its
troops, the house of Togarmah of the far north”(vs. 2,5-6).

Some of these are unfamiliar names to the English speaking world. However,
we are given their location with reference to Israel as coming "from their
place out of the FAR NORTH". This can only indicate that these nations
involve Russia and Europe! From Bible concordances, dictionaries, lexicons,
and historical sources, we can establish where these nations come from:

a) GOG: A title of a chief ruler or dictator. It is not the name of a nation.

b) MAGOG: These were the Sythians
who moved north from the Black Sea ”Rf’{"” MESHECH

MAGOG RQ:H

4

to an area between the rivers Don
and the Danube. ie: Central Europe. GOMER

c¢) ROSH: Quoting from a Hebrew lexic

on by H W Gesenius; concerning the TOOARMAN R
word "Rosh", he says: “The proper no R
un of a northern nation, mentioned wi ISRAEL

th Tubal and Meshech, undoubtedly t UBYA  eypr

he RUSSITANS, who are mentioned b _“ DAN.11:42
y the Byzantine writers of the tenth
century, under the name of Rosh, dw Ezekiel 38
elling to the north of Taurus" Ther
efore, this nation is Russia.

ETHIOPIA
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ARMAGEDDON IN EZEKIEL CH.38 (Cont.)

d) MESHECH: This name corresponds to the Moschi,
who later became the Cappadocians living in the area of
Armenia and Georgia. These people moved north and
settled in the area of Moscow.

e)  TUBAL: The Bible atlas refers this to Cappadocia
or southern Russian area around the Black Sea.

f) PERSIA, ETHIOPIA, LIBYA: The areas of Iran,
Sudan and Libya.

g9) GOMER: The early name for the Galatians, who later became the
Gauls and settled in Western Europe. ie: France, Netherlands,
Belgium etc.

h) House of TOGARMAH: Refers to Armenia and northern Turkey.

ISRAEL'S ALLIES:
There is also a mention of other nations who will oppose this great
confederacy from the north. These are, “Sheba, Dedan, the merchants of
Tarshish and all their young lions" (vs. 13)

a) SHEBA and DEDAN: These are today known as Saudi Arabia and the Gulf
States.

THE EMPIRE NEEDS MEN!

b) TARSHISH AND THEIR YOUNG LIONS:
Tarshish was the place where the Phoenicians
obtained tin and lead. They were great sea
travellers and went to very distant lands. It was
the southern coasts of Britain where they
obtained these minerals. (Britain was known as
the "Tin Isles") Therefore, Great Britain can be
identified as the modern-day Tarshish and its
young lions are its of fspring including Australia, Helped by the YOUNC
the USA, Canada, and New Zealand. It is also | 1he OLD LION defies
very interesting that the lion is the symbol of L ENUST NOW.

Great Britain Toda)'l, anc.i that these f\ahons have World War 1 poster depicts
supported Israel since it was established. Britain and her “young lions"
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ARMAGEDDON IN EZEKIEL CH.38 (Cont.)

The Event: "You (Gog) will ascend, coming like a storm, covering the land like a
cloud, you and all your troops and many peoples with you. .. You will come up against
my people Israel. . ." (vs. 9,16) The chapter describes a confederacy of nations
launching a massive attack on Israel. The allies of Israel such as Britain and the
USA eftc, will be no match for this great army from the north.

. 6od's Intervention: “And it will come to pass at the same time, when Gog
comes against the land of Israel, says the Lord GOD, that My fury will show
in my face. For in my jealousy and in the fire of My wrath I have spoken:
Surely in that day there shall be a great earthquake in the land of Israel. .
. all men who are on the face of the earth shall shake at my presence. The
mountains shall be thrown down, the steep places shall fall, and every wall
shall fall to the ground” (vs. 18-20) God will intervene with a great
earthquake that will destroy Gog and bring the world to its knees.

. The final Outcome: “Thus I (God) will magnify Myself and sanctify Myself,
and I will be known in the eyes of many nations. Then they shall know that
Iam the LORD.” God will save his people Israel once again. In that day, the
world will realise that there truly is a God in heaven.

Ezekiel, in chapters
40-48, describes a
temple which is to be
built in Jerusalem in an
area of 1.6Km x 1.6Km.
It is from here that the
Lord Jesus Christ will
reign and rule the
earth. The next
prophecy we will look at
gives us more details.
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7. ARMAGEDDON IN ZECHARIAH CH.14:

. The Time and Place: “Behold the day of the LORD is coming, and your (the
Jews) spoil will be divided in your midst. For I will gather all nations to
battle against Jerusalem.” (v1-2). Note that the battle will occur after the
Jews have repossessed Jerusalem. Therefore, the time is after 1967. The
place will be Jerusalem.

. Who is Involved: “ a// nations” (v2). The nations are described in much
greater detail in Ezekiel Ch. 38.

. The Event: “... The city shall be taken, the houses rifled, and the women
ravished. Half of the city shall go into captivity.”(v2). All will look lost for
the inhabitants of Jerusalem.

. 6od's Intervention: “ Then the LORD will go forth and fight against those
nations as He fights in the day of battle. And in that day His feet will stand
on the Mount of Olives, which faces Jerusalem on the east. And the Mount
of Olives shall split in two, from east to west..."(v4). The feet of the Lord
Jesus Christ will stand on the Mount of Olives in that day. This is the place
from which he ascended into heaven many centuries ago.. .“(Acts 1:11,12)

A great earthquake is described here, the effect of which splits the Mount
of Olives in two. It will be so powerful that “A// the land shall be turned into
a plain from Geba to Rimmon south of Jerusalem (a distance of about
50Km!). Jerusalem shall be raised up ..." (v10).

Mt of Olives

The city of Jerusalem
will be elevated and the
area around it turned
into a plain. An
earthquake  of  this
magnitude will certainly
effect everyone living in
the entire world.
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ARMAGEDDON IN ZECHARIAH CH.14 (Cont.)

. The Final Outcome: “The LORD shall be king over all the earth.”(v9) Jesus
Christ will rule the world from Zion - The city of Jerusalem. The passage
goes on to say, "And it shall come to pass that everyone who is left of all the
nations which came against Jerusalem shall go up from year to year to
worship the King, the LORD of hosts"(v16). Jerusalem will be capital of the
world! Christ will be the king in Jerusalem.

8. SUMMARY:

The prophecies above prove a consistent explanation of the meaning of the
word "Armageddon”. The prophet Daniel summarises this time as, * a fime
of trouble, Such as never was since there was a nation . .. " God provides us
with plenty of detail regarding these certain future events. The Bible goes
on to speak about a period of 1000 years of peace which is to follow
Armageddon. This time to come called "The Millennium” will be discussed in
the next seminar.

DISCOVERING BIBLE PROPHECY Seminar 7 - Prophecies concerning the future of the world (1)

133



