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SEMINAR 6: PROPHECTES CONCERNING
THE JEWS AND ISRAEL (2)

1. INTRODUCTION:

Throughout the history of the world, many nations have come and gone -
several of these are spoken about in the Bible. However, there is one nation
whose part in Bible Prophecy far supersedes that of all other nations in the
world - that nation is Israel.

Last week's seminar highlighted that the Jewish people played an important
role in the plan and purpose of God. For example, the promise to Abraham
that from him would become "a great nation' (Gen 12:2) was one reason why
Israel became such an important feature of the Bible. Also, Jesus himself
was a Jew and so from this nation came the "Saviour of the World".

An important point to make is that the Jewish nation is an "unwilling" witness
to God's existence. That is, the fate and fortune of these people is
evidence for us who read the Bible that God exists and His word is true.
Many of the Bible's predictions concerning Israel still remain unknown to the
many of the Jewish people.

Unknown to many, God is still
working his plan and purpose
with Israel - even today!

" For you yourselves know perfec
tly that the day of the Lord so ¢
omes as a thief in the night. For
when they say, "Peace and safet
y!" then sudden destruction com
es upon them.." (1 Thess 5:2-3)
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2. THE SCATTERING OF THE JEWS:

Thousands of years ago, a man named Moses delivered the people of Israel
from Egypt and took them into the "Promised Land". Just prior to his death,
he proclaimed to them a list of blessings and cursings (see Leviticus Ch.26
and Deuteronomy Ch.28). Included in the cursings was a declaration that
the Israelites would be driven away from their homeland and scattered
around

Question: What would God do to the Israelites if they disobeyed him?
(See Deut 28:64)

The scattering of the Jews as predicted in the Bible happened at two points
in history:

. In 586BC, the city of Jerusalem was destroyed, and the nation of
Judah was carried captive by King Nebuchadnezzar into Babylon.
This captivity lasted for 70 years as predicted by the prophet
Jeremiah (see Jer 25:11). Many of the Jews then returned to the
land in an attempt fo re-establish their nation. This was done to a
small scale, however their kingdom was not returned to them as they
were generally under foreign rule from that time on.

. In 70AD, the Jews revolted against Roman
rule and were in turn defeated severely by
the Roman armies. The city of Jerusalem
was destroyed and the Jews were scattered
into all nations. Jesus had previously
warned, " And they will fall by the edge of
the sword, and be led away captive into all
nations. . .." (Luke 21:24)

T

he Arch of Titus commemorating
the Roman victory over Jerusalem
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3. THE HOLOCAUST:

Since the destruction of Judah in 70AD,
the Jewish people have been severely
persecuted in other lands - especially in
Europe and Russia. Without a homeland for
nearly 1900 years, the Jews were driven
from place to place. History records entire
Jewish communities being tortured and
massacred.

At one stage (in the 14th century), the Papacy blamed the Jews for causing the
"Black Death" plague and in furn great slaughters of the Jews occurred. The most
recent and perhaps most tragic of all these persecutions was known as "The
Holocaust".

The Holocaust is the name given to
the cruel slaughter of some six million
Jews. A rise in Anti-Semitism in the
1930s led to the rise of Adolph Hitler
who ordered the extermination of the
entire Jewish race, forcing them into
concentration camps where they
suffered under the hand of the Nazi
regime. Unknown fo many Jews
however, this persecution was
pre-recorded in their holy Scriptures
several thousand years before.

" if you do not obey Me, but walk contrary to Me ... I will scatter you
among the nations and draw out a sword after you . .. and as for those of
you who are left, I will send faintness into their hearts in the lands of their
enemies . .. and you shall have no power to stand before your enemies.

“ ... You shall perish among the nations, and the land of your enemies sha
// eat you up. And those of you who are left shall waste away in their inigu
ity in your enemies ' landss; also in their fathers' iniguities, which are with
them, they shall waste away. " (Leviticus 26:27,33-39)
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4. THE REGATHERING OF ISRAEL:

As can be seen, the Bible was precise about prophecies concerning the
scattering and persecution of Jewish people in other lands. Equally, the
Bible is precise about predicting the restoration of the land of Palestine to
the Jews.

Consider the following prophecies about the return of the Jews to
the land of Israel:

. " For behold, the days are coming, ' says the LORD, ‘that I will
bring back from captivity My people Israel and Judah, ' says the
LORD. 'And I will cause them to return to the land that I gave to
their fathers (ie: Abraham, Isaac and Jacob), and they shall
possess it. . . " (Jer 30:3)

3 " Behold, I will bring them from the north country (ie: Europe),
And gather them from the ends of the earth... " (Jer 31:8)

. " He who scattered Israel will gather him..." (Jer 31:10)
. " Thus says the Lord GOD: "I will gather you from the peoples,

assemble you from the countries where you have been scattered,
and I will give you the land of Israel." (Eze 11:17)

Fulfillment of the Prophecy:

After nearly 1900 years of the
Jew being without a homeland,
the state of Israel was formed on
May 14, 1948. Since then the
nation has fought against all odds
fo survive amongst its hostile
Arab neighbours. It is now one of
the wealthiest and most powerful
sauni anazia  nations in the world.

Above: The Nation of Israel today - A direct fulfillment of Bible Prophecy!
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THE "VALLEY OF DRY BONES" VISION (Ezekiel ch.37):

Another prophecy concerning the resurrection of the nation of Israel was
given to the prophet Ezekiel about 2500 years ago. The vision given in
chapter 37 of his book is often referred to as "The valley of dry bones".
Here is a summary of the vision:

Question: (Fill in the missing words from Ezekiel Ch.37)

Ezekiel saw a vision of a valley which was full of . (v1)

God says to the bones, " Surely I will cause breath to enter into

you, and you shall ". (vb)

What happened to the bones? " ... there was a noise, and suddenly
a rattling; and the bones came (78

As Ezekiel was watching, " ... the sinews and the flesh came upon

them, and the skin covered them over, but there was no
in them. " (v8)

Finally, Ezekiel prophesied and " . . . breath came into them, and
they " (v10)

The Meaning of the vision: Let the Bible and context of this passage do all the

explaining.

The dry bones are a symbol of scattered Israel -" ... these bones
are the whole house of Israel. They indeed say, '‘Our bones are dry,
our hope is lost, and we ourselves are cut off/" (Eze 37:11)

The bones coming together symbolise the regathering of the Jews
Yo the land - "' I will open your graves and cause you to come up from
your graves, and bring you into the land of Israel " (Eze 37:12)

The breath of God entering them represents the nation of I
srael recognising their frue God (yet future) - " I will put My Spirit
in you, and you shall live . . . Then you shall know that I, the LORD,
have spoken it and performed it. " (Eze 37:14)

DISCOVERING BIBLE PROPHECY
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THE "VALLEY OF DRY BONES" VISION (cont.)

A clear interpretation: Perhaps the clearest indication that Ezekiel is
referring to the return of the Jewish people to their land is in the last part
of chapter 37:

" Surely I will take the children of Israel from among the nations,
wherever they have gone, and will gather them from every side and
bring them into their own land; and I will make them one nation in the
land, on the mountains of Israe/..." (Eze 37:21-22)

The diagram below demonstrates the fulfilment of this part of the
prophecy. Never before in the history of the world have there been so
many Jews return o their homeland in the Middle East.

The Return of the Jews to Israel (1946-1964)

The prophecy continues with the words, " . . . and one king shall be king ov
er themall..." (Eze 37:22). These last words are yet to be fulfilled wit
h the return of Jesus Christ himself - ie: The " King of the Jews". (see
Mark 15:26)
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6. ISRAEL: A MODERN-DAY MIRACLE

" I do not do this for your sake, O house of Israel, but for My holy
name s sake, which you have profaned among the nations wherever you
went. " (Eze 36:22)

The above words indicate that God has regathered the people of Israel for
one main reason - to magnify His holy name! That is, people will read the
prophecies about Israel in the Bible and actually see God's words being
fulfilled before their very eyes. This indicates that the Bible's author is
a living God and is still actively working miracles - even today!

Consider how the nation of Israel is a modern-day miracle:

. Survival in other countries: The Jews were without a homeland for
nearly 1900 years. No other nation has survived that long in that
situation. God said concerning Israel " Though I make a full end of
all nations where I have scattered you, Yet I will not make a
complete end of you." (Jer 30:11)

. A Persecuted people: God said, " And you shall become an
astonishment, a proverb, and a byword among all nations where the
LORD will drive you. " (Deut 28:37)

Wherever the Jews went, they were
persecuted by the nations they

settled in.
. A Nation again: The Jews had $

gathered from over 140 countries
around the world to form the state

of Israel in May 14, 1948.

. Rapid population growth: The number of Jews in the land of
Palestine were: - 1856: 500 Jews
- 1948: 657,000 Jews
- 1998: 4,700,000 Jews
- 2006: 6,000,000 Jews
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ISRAEL: A MODERN-DAY MIRACLE (Cont.)

. Regeneration of the Land: In the last 50 years, many parts of the
land of Palestine have been transformed from a wasteland into very
fertile countryside.

. Survival against hostile neighbours: Israel has miraculously
survived 4 major wars against incredible odds. These conflicts were:
- 1948: The War of independence
- 1956: The Suez Crisis
- 1967: The "Six Day" War
- 1973: The Yom Kippur War

These wars not only saw the Jewish
nation survive massive attacks but
miraculously gain more territory. An
example of this was the acquisition of
the "West Bank" and Golan heights
during the "Six Day War" in 1967.
This was at a time when Egypt, Syria
and Jordan (with the help of Iraq)
were aiming to totally destroy the
nation of Israel. The old city of
Jerusalem was also re-captured at
this time.

e A prosperous nation: Israel is one of the world's 12 most highly
developed countries. It is second in the world (next to the USA) in
High-tech industries. It is also an extremely wealthy country.
Consider these statistics:

- Israel's exports have increased dramatically in only a few
years. ie:
e 1975 exports = US$ 1.8billion
e 1997 exports = US$ 20.7billion. (6.2billion from High-
tech exports alonel)
e 2006 exports = US$ 62.6 billion
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ISRAEL: A MODERN-DAY MIRACLE (Cont.)

- Israel's GDP (Gross Domestic Product) in 1998 was $17,000 per person, and
this increased dramatically to $30,000 in 2006. Average of neighbouring
Arab countries in 1998 was approx $3,500 per person, and this only rose to
approx $5,000 by 2006. See graph below:

Affluent Israel -
Israel's GOP per person GDP per person compared

4t 1995 prices, shekels ‘000 38| | at PPP exchange rates, 1995, $°000

?U
52 51 26 ‘IG

1650 55 B0 65 )‘{l 75 81‘.} a5 B3 954971

Spurces: Genrral Bureau of Statistics: Wordd Bank o © 0w U Market enchange rates  Testimate

Article from "The Economist” (25/4/98)

7. THE FUTURE OF ISRAEL:

The Bible speaks of many things concerning the future of this nation. . However,
most importantly, the Bible clearly says that the land of Israel, and in particular
Jerusalem, will become the centre of world rule. Consider this passage in
Jeremiah:

“At that time Jerusalem shall be
called The Throne of the LORD,
and all the nations shall be
gathered to it..."

(Jer 3:17)

The details about the future of
this nation, and its effect on the
entire world will be the subject of
the next two seminars.
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