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SEMINAR 5: PROPHECIES CONCERNING THE
JEWS AND ISRAEL (1)

1. THE JEWS - GOD'S SPECTIAL PEOPLE:

e God loves the Jewish people as a chosen race because they are the
descendants of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob.

" For you are a holy peaple to the
LORD your God; the LORD your
God has chosen you to be a people
for Himself, a spvecial treasure
above all peoples on the face of
the earth. The LORD did not set
His Jlove on you or choose you
because you were more in humber
than any other people but
because the LORD loves you and
because He would keep the oath
which He swore to your fathers."
(Deut. 7:6-8)

e The Jews are called God's WITNESSES because their history testifies to
His greatness and existence.

"He who formed you O Israel You are My witnhesses says
the LORD that you may know and believe ME, You are My
witnesses says the LORD. that I am God .” (Isaiah
43:19-12)

(See also Isaiah 44:8)
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2. PROPHECIES CONCERNING THE EARLY YEARS OF THE
NATION OF ISRAEL:

Abraham, Isaac and Jacob were told that out of them would come a GREAT
NATION:

“The LORD said to Abram” I will make you a great nation.” (Genesis
12:1-2)

"I will multiply your descendants as the stars of the heaven and as the
sand on the sea shore.”(Genesis 22:17)

See also Genesis 26:4, 28:13-14

FULFILLED - After Jacob and his sons moved to Egypt to escape the fami
ne in the land of Israel they increased in number dramatically.

... The children of Israel increased abundantly, multiplied and grew exce
edingly mighty. and the land was filled with them.” (Exodus 1:7)

God foretold Israel's future slavery and exodus from Egypt to Abraham:

"Then he said to Abram: Know certainly that your descendants will be
strangers in a land that is not theirs, and will serve them, and they will
afflict them 400 years. And also the nation whom they serve I will

judge,; afterwards they shall come out with great possessions.”
(Genesis 15:13-14)
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FULFILLED - Israel became slaves to
the Egyptians (Exodus 1:13-14). God
remembers the promise fo Abraham to
bring them out of slavery (Exodus
2:23-25). The children of Israel leave
Egypt with great possessions and wealth
(Exodus 12:35-38). The Egyptians were
judged by the 10 plagues which included
the killing of all the firstborn sons by
God and ultimately the destruction of
Pharaoh's army in the Red Sea

(Exodus 7-10, 12, 14)

3. PROPHECTIES ABOUT THE FUTURE OF ISRAEL IF THEY WERE
DISOBEDIENT TO GOD:

LEVITICUS 26

After leaving Egypt, Israel was formally recognised as a nation. God
caused Moses to give His Laws to the people as they journeyed fo the
promised land. Warnings were given to Israel that if they were
disobedient then specific things would happen to them and their
nation as a whole (see Leviticus 26:14-46). Some of these
punishments include:

o Their enemies would rule over them vi7, 25, 37

o  The land of Israel would be become desolate v32, 33

o They would be scattered among many nations and be
persecuted v33
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DEUTERONOMY 28

When Israel initially approached the Promised Land they lacked faith
and were disobedient to God. As a result, God said that they would
wander in the wilderness for a total of 40 years during which time, all
those over the age of 20 would die.

The nation of Israel then prepared to enter the Promised Land the
second time. As most of the people had not heard the law given by
Moses 40 years earlier, it was repeated by Moses again.

This is recorded in the book of Deuteronomy which is regarded as the
second law. The punishments for disobedience were repeated and are
recorded in Deuteronomy 28:15-68. Specific punishments again
include;

o They would be scattered among the nations v25, 63-66
e  Their enemies would rule over them v25, 36, 48-50

SURVIVAL DESPITE PUNISHMENT

Despite these great punishments God promised that He would not
utterly destroy them but cause them to survive;

"...when they are in the land of their enemies, I will not cast
them away, nor shall I abhor them, to utterly destroy them for
I am the LORD their God. But for their sake I will remember
the covenant of their ancestors” (Leviticus 26:44-45)

" For I am with you to save you, though I make a full end of all
nations where I have scattered you, Yet I will not make a
complete end of you”(Jeremiah 30:11)
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4. THE FULFILMENT OF GOD'S PUNISHMENTS FOR ISRAEL'S
DISOBEDIENCE:

THE ASSYRIANS

Due to the kingdom of Israel's wickedness and disobedience God
caused the Assyrian Empire to take them into captivity. The nation
of Assyria is described as the ‘rod of My anger”(Isaiah 10:5).

The prophet Hosea prophesied just prior to the Assyrian invasion:

"Do not rejoice, O Israel they shall not dwell in the LORD's land,
but Ephraim shall return to Egypt, and shall eat unclean things
in Assyria." (Hosea 9:1-3)

"My God will cast them away, because they did not obey Him,
they shall be wanderers among the nations. " (Hosea 9:17)

FULFILLED - 2 Kings 17:1-6 records the historical account of the invasion
of Israel by the Assyrian army and their subsequent captivity to Assyria in
BC 722.
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THE BABYLONIANS

Due fo the Kingdom of Judah's wickedness and disobedience, God
caused them to go into captivity into the Babylonian Empire.

The prophet Jeremiah prophesied prior to Judah going into captivity:

"I will give all Judah into the hand of the King of Babylon, and
he shall take them captive into Babylon and slay them with the
sword. Moreover I will deliver all the wealth of this city, all its
produce, and all its precious things, all the treasures of the
Kings of Judah I will give into the hand of their enemies, who
will plunder them, seize them, and carry them to Babylon.”
(Jeremiah 20:4-5)

See also Jeremiah 25:8-9 and 34:1-3

FULFILLED - 2 Chronicles 36:15-21 records the historical account of the
invasion of Judah and it's capital Jerusalem by the Babylonian army and
their subsequent captivity to Babylon in BC 586.
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NOTE: Where is the Assyrian and Babylonian Empires tfoday? They are no
longer in existence, they are finished as nations. On the other hand the J
ewish people have survived, dwell in their own land and are recognised as a
nation today. This is a specific fulfilment of:

“ For I am with you to save you; though I make a full end of all nations wh
ere I have scattered you, Yet I will not make a complete end of you." (Jer
emiah 30:11)

We now look at the Roman empire and how it afflicted Israel.

THE ROMANS

World empires such as the Medo-Persian Empire and Greek Empire
(Alexander the Great) controlled Jerusalem and the land of Israel.

Following the collapse of the Greek Empire the Romans controlled the
world. (Note the fulfilment of Daniel's Image in Daniel 2 - see
seminar 3)

) 8 pei=imip B e R R r 250 500 Miles
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The Romans were the World power at the time of Jesus Christ and
the apostles. It was Jesus Christ himself that made an astonishing
prophecy concerning the destruction of Jerusalem (especially the
temple):

" Then as some spoke of the Temple, how it was adorned with
beautiful stones and donations, He said Aas for these things
the days will come in which not one stone shall be left upon
another that shall not be thrown down. " (Luke 21:5,6)

Inv7 of Luke 21, Jesus was asked when would this take place and what
signs there would be before it happened. The following was His reply:

"But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies then know
that its desolation is near. Then let those in Judea flee to th

e mountains, let those who are in the midst depart for these

be the days of vengeance, that all things which are written ma

y be fulfilled and they will fall by the edge of the sword, and

be led away captive into all nations. And Jerusalem will be tra

mpled by Gentiles until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled.
"(Luke 21:20-24)

FULFILLED PART 1

This prophecy of Jesus Christ was fulfilled in
dramatic detail in AD70. Due to Roman aggravation
the Jews revolted and took control of Jerusalem in
approximately AD 66. The Roman leader Cestius
Gallus marched his troops to Jerusalem and
surrounded it. For no apparent reason he then fturned
back and was then defeated by the Jews.

These events thus allowed people to flee the coming
destruction spoken of by Jesus.
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(Fulfilled - part 1 (cont.))

When Ceasar learned of Gallus's defeat he delegated Titus Flavius V
espasian, his best General, to crush the revolt. General Titus took
60,000 troops and after taking control of surrounding areas he then
surrounded Jerusalem in AD 70. The opportunity for people to flee
was now lost.

The walls of Jerusalem were finally broken down with the Roman des
truction of the city being particularly severe. The demolition of the
city was such that it looked like it had never been inhabited. Despit
e Titus' desire o preserve the temple, historians reveal how his fro
ops directly disobeyed his orders and burnt it to the ground.

FULFILLED - PART 2

Further, since AD 70, the city of Jerusalem has been ruled/dominat
ed by various Gentile (non-Jewish) powers:

Muslims 638 ' :
Crusaders 1099 ’ b
Turks 1516 SR~k
British 1917 o

would be trampled by the Y’ & SNE&
Gentiles UNTIL the times of il
the Gentiles are fulfilled” or :
finished. (Luke 21:24)

The Jews recaptured the city of Jerusalem in the Six Day War of
1967. The picture opposite shows Israeli soldiers at the Western
Wall of Jerusalem on June 10, 1967.

WE ARE THEREFORE LIVING AT THE END OF THE TIME OF THE GENTILES
JUST PRIOR TO THE KINGDOM OF GOD AND THE RETURN OF JESUS TO
THE EARTH.
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