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1.

SEMINAR 4: THE PROPHECIES
OF DANIEL (2)

DANIEL CHAPTER 7 - INTRODUCTION

Many years after King Nebuchadnezzar had his dream of the great “image”
(Dan Ch.2), the prophet Daniel experienced a horrible dream about Four
Beasts. The dream is described in Dan 7:2-14 and the interpretation was
given in the remainder of the chapter.

We might remember that the different metals displayed in
Nebuchadnezzar's image represent different world empires from the time
of Babylon in BC 606 until our present day. Daniel's dream in chapter 7 is
a similar prophecy but uses beasts (wild animals) fo symbolise the world
powers instead. It also adds a lot more detail to the vision given in Ch.2.

DANIEL'S VISION OF 4 BEASTS (Dan 7:1-14)

Question: What were the 4 beasts that Daniel saw coming out of the

"Great Sea"?
The first was like a (v4)
The second was like a (vB)
The third was like a (v6)
The fourth was and terrible. (v7)

We will now examine these four beasts in greater detail and investigate
their fulfilment in world history.
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3. PRELIMINARY POINTS

e The Great Sea (v2): The 4 beasts are seen coming up out of the "Great
Sed' which is the ancient name for the "Mediterranean Sea" (compare with
Josh 9:1). Therefore, the prophecy directs us to that Europe/Middle East
region of the world. (ie: excludes areas such as China, USA, Australia etfc)

e Beasts represent Kingdoms. Dan 7:17 says. " Those great beasts, which are
four, are four kings which arise out of the earth." These kings represent
major “Kingdoms" as is indicated in v23; * The fourth beast shall be a fourth
kingdom on earth, Which shall be different from all other kingdoms . . ."

e Horns represent kingdoms springing up from the fourth "beast"”

kingdom. "The ten horns are ten kings who shall arise from this kingdom.”
(Dan 7:24)

4. THE VISION OF THE "LION"

“The first was like a lion, and had eagle's
wings. I watched till its wings were plucked
off; and it was lifted up from the earth and
made to stand on two feet like a man, and a
man's heart was given to it.” (Dan 7:4)

e Assyria/Babylon (BC 604-BC 536) - These were called the "Lion" empires
by the prophet Jeremiah: "Israe/is like scattered sheep, The lions have
driven him away. First the king of Assyria devoured him; Now at last this
Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon has broken his bones.” (Jer 50:17) The
Kingdom of Babylon corresponds to the "Head of Gold" of
Nebuchadnezzar's image in Daniel chapter 2.
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THE VISION OF THE "LION" (cont.)

e Wings plucked off: The wings represent the Assyrian rule of the empire.
Archaeologists have unearthed statues of lions with wings from the ruins
of the Assyrian empire. Wings outstretched (ie: "eagles wings") indicate
the wide expanse of territory that this beast possessed. The Assyrian
Empire occupied parts of Egypt to the south as well as a north and eastern
section of Asia Minor. The "plucking of the wings” caused the loss of these
remote dominions when the Babylonians took over the Assyrian Kingdom.

Assyrian Empire (630BC) Babylonian Empire (606BC)
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Man's heart given to the lion: The Assyrian armies were extreme
ly brutal to the people of the nations they conquered. However, when Kin
g Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon came to power, he was more humane and tre
ated his subjects in a better way. He had "the heart" to listen people like

Daniel who was a young Jewish captive himself. Later on in life when Neb
uchadnezzar displayed arrogance toward God the Bible says, “Let his hea
rt be changed from that of a man, Let him be given the heart of a beast .
.. " (Dan 4:16)
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5. THE VISION OF THE "BEAR"

" And suddenly another beast, a
second, like a bear. It was raised
up on one side, and had three ribs
in its mouth between its teeth.
And they said thus to it: 'Arise,
devour much flesh! " (Dan 7:5)

. Medo-Persia (BC 536 - BC 334) - The "second" kingdom to arise after
Babylon was Medo-Persia (ie: The Medes and the Persians). This occurred
when the city of Babylon was captured in a surprise attack by the Persian
King, Cyrus in BC 334. This empire corresponds to the "Chest and arms of
Silver" in Daniel chapter 2.

. It was raised up on one side: The kingdom was briefly ruled by the Medes
in the first phase of the kingdom. Cyrus of Persia soon revolted against the
Median King, Astyages and promoted himself as King over the joint empire.
The Persians continued fo rule for the rest of the long period of the
Medo-Persian Empire. (Also compare Dan 8:3 with Dan 8:20 - "one horn was
higher than the other")

e Three ribs in its mouth: The Medo-Persians
added three main territories to their original
empire. These were Egypt, the kingdom of
Lydia, and Babylon. These three regions
were each appointed a governor (see Dan 6:2)
of which Daniel was one.

. It devoured much flesh: The territory which the Medo-Persian "Bear"
devoured was far greater than that of the Babylonian empire extending as
far as India.
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6. THE VISION OF THE "LEOPARD":

"After this I looked, and there was another, like

a leopard, which had on its back four wings of a

bird. The beast also had four heads, and dominion
was given to it. " (Dan 7:6)

e Greece (BC 334 - BC 67): The
third empire is that of Greece which
corresponds to the "Belly and Thighs
of Bronze" in Daniel chapter 2. The leopard, being an extremely
fast moving animal, is a very appropriate symbol for the Greek
Empire. Alexander the Great, the famous Macedonian King, had
conquered the entire Persian Empire in less than 10 years.

e Had on its back four wings of a bird: The leopard is a fast enough animal but
a leopard with wings is an extfremely fast animal, therefore alluding o the
speed of Alexander's conquests. The four wings also represent the four
regions intfo which the
Greek empire divided
after Alexander's death
at the early age of 33.

THE ETHGDOMS OF ALEXANDER'S STUCCESSORS

,L,,L\Lywsméachusm“‘ :
e The beast also had four
heads: This symbolises
the fourfold division of
the Greek empire under
the rulership of four of
Alexander's generals

after his death.

The 4 heads were:
- Lysimachus: Thrace, Bithynia, Northern Asia Minor, Pergamum.

- Cassander: Macedonia, Greece.
- Seleucus: Syria, Babylon, Persia.
- Ptolemy: Egypt, Palestine, Libya.
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7. THE VISION OF THE FOURTH BEAST:

" ..and behold, a fourth beast dreadful and
terrible, exceedingly strong. It had huge iron
teeth, it was devouring, breaking in pieces, and
trampling the residue with its feet. It was
different from all the beasts that were before it,
and it had ten horns." (Dan 7:7)

. The Roman Empire and subsequent divisions (BC 67-Present): The fourth
beast corresponds to the "Legs of Iron" (Daniel Ch.2) and it's horns
correspond to the "Feet of Iron and Clay". This became the most extensive
empire known in the history of mankind and was the kingdom existing at the
time of Christ. It is important fo note that this beast continues until the
second coming of Jesus Christ (see Dan 7:11 and Dan 7:13 - "Son of Man
coming . .." = return of Jesusl)

. Dreadful and terrible, exceedingly strong: This links with the fourth
kingdom in Daniel Ch.2 which says, " And the fourth kingdom shall be as
strong as iron . .. "(Dan 2:40). The strength of the Roman Empire lay with
its military, strict administration and later on its religion.

. It had huge Iron teeth: Corresponds to the fourth metal (iron) in
Nebuchadnezzar's image. Rome placed an Iron yoke on the nations which
it subjected.

& «THE ROMAN EMPIRE -
\J 44 B.C. T0 234 A.D.

. It was devouring, breaking in pieces:
Dan 2:40 says, " And the fourth
kingdom . ... that kingdom will break
in pieces and crush all the others. "
The Roman armies gradually conquered
nation by nation and brought most of
the then known world under its iron
rule.

. It Stamped the residue with its feet: The Roman Empire never conquered
the entire territory of previous three beasts - eg: Persia. This is yet to be
fulfilled and will be done by its feet. (Note: Rev 13:2 says that the beast
has "The feet of a bear".)
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8. THE TEN HORNS OF THE 4TH BEAST:

. " . . .and it had ten horns. " (Dan 7:7): The ten horns of this beast
symbolise the division of the Roman Empire in the West. Dan 7:24 says, "
The ten horns are ten kings (or kingdoms) who shall arise from this kingdom
". These correspond to the 10 toes of Nebuchadnezzar's image (Dan 2:42).
These form the beginnings of what we know today as "Europe".

The division of Rome began in the 5th Century AD with the following
powers comprising the ten horn kingdoms: Huns, Vandals, Visigoths,
Ostrogoths, Franks, Sueves, Burgundians, Gepidae, Lombards, Alamani.

Territory of Roman Empire Division of Roman Empire in AD481
(before division) (ie" The 10 horns")

R S sl AL
= S i
=RRAT: 1 _ﬁm_—&_\." L .
z“‘-.‘l.l-u{s ﬁ_’.‘ﬁ._‘,i_m{%\ ﬁﬁﬂ%{ s
antay il e
-1 TR sy

= 1-|.‘| 2 i G

THE MATIONS THAT ARDSE

OLT 00 THE RORMAN EMPIRE

DISCOVERING BIBLE PROPHECY 60 Seminar 4 - Prophecies of Daniel (2)



9 I A<s "FHe B

"W L
Uy A B Fof] Alo] 1 gk

e 2 AbololA ¥ (8F): wHAL Zrt FA fE Ul (2w
Bl o] BEo] /WS F)o] ko] Fast A AA N (FHEE) F et
B FFFOEA oA AEUTE o] AL 529AD Yol of i
A ol bt Fgirk

7 mope] BFUT Fatel B Rolg (208): o] M BE ALY
A2 $un ARG R98L U4 20} 437 A] el 1 A E
WokTt. A1 mok AL 799 AD, % (590)% AHERH A 1 o)
O 3 1) A QAo zA 29 A, ol w A
2% =ol Awre] 35 BAAL AT of 2 AR 100045 F A&
993 T H o] F 45 5 v

o

=

uE'l_E Z_]_o uBu_
a1, 476 AD iuM -2
AL e, 219 9Ab F o] A1
vpo] Ao ulE 24 Zul AZo R %_‘34

www.korbible.net

F48) Bi % T2 e wo] 1 Ajo]o A
2714 @ ov o]
Ao ol = Aol i P o] Y o] glof 2

TS S =yeh (Hy 4l 7:8)

DISCOVERING BIBLE PROPHECY

61

Seminar 4 - Prophecies of Daniel (2)



www.korbible.net

9  THE "LITTLE HORN" OF THE BEAST:

" I was considering the horns, and there was another
horn, a little one, coming up among them, before whom
three of the first horns were plucked out by the roots.
And there, in this horn, were eyes like the eyes of a
man, and a mouth speaking pompous words." (Dan 7:8)

"Another Horn, a little one" - This 11th horn was to
come up among the other 10 horns, representing a
religious power which would be centred in Europe after
the division of Rome in 476 AD. The only power in history which answers to this
description is that of the Papacy, culminating in what was known as the Holy Roman

Empire.

Consider the following characteristics of the Little Horn:

. It came up among the other horns (v8): The Papacy had its true
beginning in Europe when the Roman Emperor Justinian (based in the
East at Constantinople) proclaimed the Bishop of Rome as "Universal"
(Catholic) bishop. This occurred in the year 529AD which was after the
10 horns had emerged.

. Its appearance was greater than the other horns (v20): This new horn
actually became greater than all the other horns. The Papacy reached its
climax during the period of "The Holy Roman Empire". The creation of
the Holy Roman Empire took place when the Frankish (6erman) King,
Charlemagne was crowned "Emperor" by Pope Leo IIT in the year 799AD.
This made the Pope and the Emperor co-rulers in the Holy Roman
Empire". This large kingdom lasted for 1000 years declining after the
French Revolution.
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THE "LITTLE HORN" OF THE BEAST (Cont.)

The Holy Roman Empire in the 9th Century AD

WESTERN FUROPE
P CEMTURY
AACHENY » FOALNE DABITAL
ROMAE & IMPERIAL D4ATAL

| _._;TTJ.I.'.:- BRSNS

o It Plucked up 3 of the 10 horns (v8): The Papacy, in the name of God,
encouraged armies to destroy any religious and political opposition to it. The
three horns destroyed (all which had Arian beliefs) were:

- The Vandals by Justinian in 534AD.
- The Ostrogoths by Justinian in 555AD.
- The Lombards by Charlemagne in 774AD.

o It was different to the other horns (v24): This horn had eyes and a mouth (v8)
which made it different. This alludes to the hame "The Holy SEE" for the Pope
(eyes) and the issue of laws called "Papal Bulls" (mouth).

o It spoke pompous words against the Most High God (v25): This statement
makes this horn a "Religious" power hence the name "Holy" Roman Empire.

o It would persecute the saints of the Most High God (v25): The Papacy, with
the backing of the Holy Roman Empire, tortured and put to death anyone who
opposed its teaching. The "Spanish Inquisition" and the Massacre of the
Hugenots in France in 1572AD were just some examples of this persecution.
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10. THE KINGDOM OF GOD IS ESTABLISHED:

" I watched till the beast was slain, and its body destroyed and given to
the burning flame. . .. Then the kingdom and dominion, And the greatness
of the kingdoms under the whole heaven, Shall be given to the people, the
saints of the Most High. His kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, And all
dominions shall serve and obey Him." (Dan 7:11,27)

e The beast was slain (v11): The fourth beast will be finally destroyed at the
coming of the "Son of Man" (v13). This corresponds to the striking of
Nebuchadnezzar's Image by the Stone (Jesus Christ) in Daniel Ch.2.

e The kingdom given to the saints of the Most High God (v27): The Kingdom
is then transferred to the people of God and o Jesus himself. This is also
symbolised by the Stone becoming a " Great Mountain, filling the whole Earth"
(Dan 2:35).

e The kingdom lasts forever (v27): The Kingdom of God will not be destroyed
but will be an everlasting kingdom. Daniel 2:44 says, "It shall stand forever'.
Also, the words of Revelation 11:15 link in with the end of this vision with these
reassuring words . . . .

" The kingdoms of this world
have become the kingdom of our
Lord and of His Christ, and He
shall reign forever and ever/ "
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11. COMPARISON BETWEEN DANIEL CHAPTERS 2 AND 7:

Daniel 2 Daniel 7
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