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SEMINAR 3: THE PROPHECIES
OF DANIEL (1)

AN OVERVIEW OF DANIEL

The book of Daniel was written at a time when the nations of Israel and
Judah had become disobedient foward God and he allowed other nations to
destroy them and their cities. The northern nation of Israel fell to the
Assyrians in the year 709BC. About 100 years later in 606BC, the nation
of Judah also fell to the Kingdom of Babylon and the city of Jerusalem was
destroyed in 586BC. This led to a 70 year captivity of the Jews by the
Babylonians. This captivity was predicted by the prophet Jeremiah (see
Jer. 25:11).

It was at this time that the prophet Daniel lived. Daniel was taken to
Babylon as a young Jewish captive in the year 606BC and served the King
there. Throughout his life he was given visions concerning the future
kingdoms of the world.

The book of Daniel contains very important prophecies of major world
events even up o our time and beyond.

Question: Did the Lord Jesus Christ recognise Daniel as a genuine
prophet? (Hint: see Matt 24:15)

Jesus told his followers o understand and pay attention to the prophecies
of Daniel in order to save their lives.
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2. NEBUCHADNEZZAR'S DREAM (Daniel Ch.2)

The king of Babylon (Nebuchadnezzar) had a dream that greatly disturbed
him. He desperately wanted to know its meaning so he looked for the
answer through all the wise men of Babylon. To ensure accuracy, he
required them to repeat the dream first before attempting to give the
interpretation. This they couldn't do, so the king ordered that all the wise
men of Babylon be executed. Daniel and his 3 friends, being under this
threat also, prayed that the God of Heaven might reveal the dream to them
along with its interpretation. This happened the following night and Daniel
was able to tell King Nebuchadnezzar what he had actually dreamed and
also the interpretation of the dream.

Question: What did King Nebuchadnezzar dream about?

A great . (see Dan 2:31)

The image had a

(a) Head of (see Dan 2:32-33)

(b) Chest and arms of

(c) Belly and Thighs of

(d) Legs of

(e) Feet of and
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NEBUCHADNEZZAR'S DREAM (cont.)

Questions:
. What happened to this great image?

It was struck by a . (see Dan 2:34)

. The metals of the image were then “crushed together ... the wind
carried them away so that no trace of them was found." (Dan 2:35)

. What did the Stone become?

“a great and filled the whole . "(Dan 2:35)

3. THE MEANING OF THE DREAM

It is important to realise that the Bible interprets itself in many places and
this prophecy is no exception. In fact, Nebuchadnezzar's dream forms the
framework for many other prophecies in the Bible which makes it essential
to understand.

(Verses 36 - 45 explain the meaning of the dream.)

Questions: Which world empires do the different metals represent?

*The Head of Gold represents the kingdom of (BC6O6 - BC536)
eThe Chest and Arms of Silver represent (BCH36 - BC334)
eThe Belly and Thighs of Bronze represent (BC334 - BC67)
 The Legs of Iron represents (BC67 - AD476)
eThe Feet of Iron and Clay represent Rome or otherwise

known today as . (AD476 - present)
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4. THE FEET OF IRON AND CLAY:

Daniel explains the meaning of the mixture of these two incompatible substances
in verses 41 - 43. From this there are 4 points which are clear about the Feet of
the Nebuchadnezzars image:

e The Kingdom shall be divided (V41) - The nations of Europe formed from
the division of the Roman Empire (The Legs of Iron) which occurred in
476AD

e It shall be partly strong and partly weak (V42) - Europe has Strong nations
and weak nations both militarily and politically.

e The nations will try fo mingle (mix) with each other (V43) - European
nations will attempt to reunite with each other. This can be seen today by
the development of the European Union - an attempt to form again the
ancient Roman Empire.

e The feet are partly made of iron - Therefore Europe must posses
characteristics of the Roman Empire.

e toda

The Nations of Euro

W0 00~ Ohoun B R -
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5. THE STONE:

While Nebuchadnezzar was viewing the image in his /
//
y E

dream, a "Stone" came and struck the image on its feet
which totally destroyed all the metals. Let us now
consider the meaning of this:

Question: Who does the "Stone" represent?
(see Matt 21:42-44 and compare with Acts 4:10-11)

6. THE DESTRUCTION OF THE IMAGE:

"...astone was cut out without hands, which struck the image on its feet
of iron and clay, and broke them in pieces. Then the iron, the clay, the
bronze, the silver, and the gold were crushed together ... the wind carried
them away so that no trace of them was found” (Dan 2:34-35)

This has the clear meaning that the metals which represent the Kingdoms of Men
(ie: Gold = Babylon, Silver = Medo-Persia, Bronze = Greece, Iron = Rome, Iron
and Clay = Europe) will be destroyed together at the coming of the Stone (Jesus
Christ).

7. THE STONE BECOMES A GREAT MOUNTAIN?

Daniel says that the Stone then “became a great mountain and filled the whole
earth’ (Dan 2:35) - what does this mean? The answer lies in verse 44 which says:

“And in the days of these kings (ie: the feet of iron and clay - Europe) the
God of heaven will set up a kingdom which shall never be destroyed; and the
kingdom shall not be left to other people; it shall break in pieces and
consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand forever." (Dan 2:44)
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EL CHAPTER 2

THE CHANGING WORLD DOMINIONS AS FORESHOWN
TO NEBUGCHADNEZZAR IN A DREAM

BABYLON
(B.C. 606-536)

MEDES &
PERSIANS
(B.C. 536-334)

GREEKS
(B.C. 334-67)

ROMANS
(B.C. 67 onwards)

Invasion of
Goths,
Ostrogoths
Huns, Vandals

= o e — — — —

Transition into
present day
Europe

Head of
Gold

Breast and
Arms of Silver

Belly and
Thighs of Brass

LITTLE STONE
— CHRIST

¥ Dan. 2:34-35, 44

Feet & Toes
Part Iron
and part Clay

net
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Question: From verse 44: After the kingdoms of men are destroyed, what
will be set up instead? The Kingdom of

How long will it last for?

Where will the Kingdom of God be? It “filled the whole " (see v3H)

9. SUMMARY:

DANIEL CHAPTER 2

THE CHANGING WORLD DOMINIONS AS FORESHOWN
TO NEBUGCHADNEZZAR IN A DREAM

BABYLON e

(B.C. 606-536)

Breast and
lL“EEHDsE'gN&S Arms of Silver
(B.C. 536-334)
Belly and
o
ROMANS

(B.C. 67 onwards)

Invasion of
Goths, LITTLE STONE
Ostrogoths — CHRIST

Huns, Vandals

= o e — — — —

¥ Dan. 2:34-35, 44

Transition into
present day

Europe Feet & Toes
Part Iron
and part Clay
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