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SEMINAR 1: INTRODUCTION TO
PROPHECY

1. DEFINITION OF A PROPHET / PROPHECY:

A prophet was God's spokesperson, someone who
announced God's message to the people. The message
or prophecy spoken comprised BOTH:

Forth tfelling - Gods message regarding the
people's present situation.

Foretelling - Predictions of the future.

The ultimate purpose of the prophet was to turn people’s hearts to God. This
involved the people who heard the message spoken by the prophet and also the
people who saw the predictions he made fulfilled.

2. TYPES OF PROPHETS:

Those who DID NOT write books of the

Bible;

eg. Abraham Genesis 20:2,7
Nathan 2 Samuel 7:2
John the Baptist Luke 7:28
Jesus Luke 1:76

Those who DID write books included in the Bible;

eg. Moses Deuteronomy 34:10
Ezekiel
Daniel
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Later Prophets

The ‘'later prophets’ are known as those who prophesied o Israel and Judah
towards the end of their kingdom before they went into captivity. These
are divided into:

Major Prophets - Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel

Minor Prophets - (Last 12 books of the Old Testament)
Hosea, Joel, Amos, Obadiah, Jonah, Micah, Nahum,
Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, Malachi.

3. MAN CANNOT PREDICT THE FUTURE WITH 100%
ACCURACY:

Nostradamus, Psychics, Horoscopes etc. have all made predictions which
have been totally wrong or inaccurate.

eg. A study was done of the predictive
claims of New Age psychics called the
Shattered Crystal Ball who published
prophecies over a three year period from
1976 to 1979. Ninety eight percent (98%)
of the predictions were totally incorrect!

Man has never been able to accurately predict the future:
e Which horse race gambler continues to win on every bet he makes?
e In 1943, Thomas Watson, the chairman of IBM declared 'IT think there is a

world market for maybe 5 computers.” Today the world contains over a billion
computer devices.
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BIBLE PROPHECY (PREDICTIONS):

It has been estimated that approximately twenty seven percent (27%) of
all the verses in the Bible comprise predictions of the future. Those
fulfilled o date have come to pass with 100% accuracy. How could this be?
The Bible states:
" Knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is of any private
interpretation, for prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy
men of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit. "
(2 Peter 1:20-21)
They were so accurate because God's special power - the 'Holy Spirit' was
with them.

THE PURPOSE OF BIBLE PROPHECY:

Testimony to God's greatness and existence:

" Remember the former things of old For I am God and there
is no other; I am God and there is none like Me, declaring the
end from the beginning, and from ancient times things that
are not yet done.” (Isaiah 46:9,10)

For Comfort and Hope:

The Future was often revealed to give the listeners, readers hope
and comfort. For example, when the Jews were in captivity they

heard predictions that one day they would return to their own land
(see Seminar 6).

"...he who prophesies speaks edification and exhortation and
comfort to men.” (1 Corinthians 14:3)

Warning that God's judgements are coming and that men should
draw closer to 6od:

" By faith Noah, being divinely warned of things not yet seen,
moved with godly fear prepared an ark for the saving of his
household.” (Hebrews 11:7)
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6. TYPES OF PROPHECIES:

Literal - Prophecies where actual words would be fulfilled. No
symbolic meanings - understand exactly as it says.

eg. Israel were to be scattered and then regathered to their
own land. (see Seminar 6).

Symbolic - Prophecies where a symbol represented something else.

eg. Daniel's image (Daniel Ch.2) - The image's Head of Gold
represented the Babylonian Kingdom (see Seminar 3).

7. KEYS TO INTERPRETING BIBLE PROPHECY:

Where possible |et the Bible interpret itself.

eg. Daniel's Image (see Seminar 3) - " .. this is the dream. Now we will
tell the interpretation of it before the King. ”(Daniel 2:36)

Look for a literal interpretation first unless it clearly indicates
otherwise.

Read the context to determine the circumstances of the prophecy
and the purpose for which it was given.

8. EXAMPLE OF FULFILLED PROPHECY - THE ANCIENT CITY
OF TYRE (EZEKIEL CH.26)

Background: Ezekiel chapters 25 to 32 record prophecies against Gentile
Powers who were enemies of the Jewish people.

The City of Tyre: The most famous
seaport of the ancient Bible lands. At
the time of Ezekiel's writing, it was a
Phoenician port city divided between
the mainland and an island fortress
approximately 800 metres offshore.

ANCIENT

1
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Predictions of Ezekiel Ch.26 (ie: A Literal Prophecy)
(An estimated probability is listed next to each prediction)

1. Many Nations to come up against Tyre (v3) - 7 in 5 chance

2. Tyre to be destroyed, towers broken down, dust scraped from her, made
like the top of a rock (v4,14) - 1 in 100 chance

3. To become a place where fishermen spread their nets (v5,14) - 1 in 10

chance

4, King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon would destroy Tyre. (NB: Note the use of
the words "he" - specific fo Nebuchadnezzar v 7-11) - 7 in 3 chance

5. “They" (other nations v3) to break down walls etc and throw them into the
sea (v 12) - 1 /n 10 chance

6. Never to be rebuilt after various nations destroy it (v14) - 7 /n 20 chance

Chance of all 6 predictions being accurately fulfilled:
1x5x100x10x3x10x20= 1 in 3,000,000 chance of fulfilment

FULFILMENT

In 573 BC after a siege of 13 years, Nebuchadnezzar IT broke down the
walls and gates of the city. He found that the city was almost empty as the
majority of people had moved by ship to the island fortress 800m off
shore. Nebuchadnezzar had no navy and therefore he could not flatten the
island city.

In 333 BC Alexander the Great marched
south towards Egypt after defeating the
Persian King Darius IIT at the Battle of
Issus. He called upon the Phoenician cities
to open their gates as he planned to deny :
their use to the Persian fleet. The island =

city of Tyre refused to do so and as a result [ALEXANDER'I
Alexander lay siege for seven months. ‘
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During this he demolished the mainland city of Tyre and threw the debris
into the sea, making a causeway 60 metres wide. This allowed access to the
fortress city which was finally defeated in 332 BC.

Tyre was continually rebuilt and destroyed by various powers including the
Moslems and Crusaders who fought over it. Eventually the city was
destroyed and never rebuilt.

Philip Myers, a historian wrote 'Alexander
the Great reduced Tyre fo ruins. She
recovered in a measure from this blow, but
never regained the place she had
previously held in the world. The larger
part of the site of the once great city is
now bare as the top of a rock - a place
where the fishermen that frequent the
spot spread their nets to dry.’

The modern city of Tyre is built down the coast from the original site. A
small fishing village is in the area of the original site which has been placed
on the World Heritage List.
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